Ilepatril (AVE-7688), a vasopeptidase inhibitor for the treatment of hypertension.
sanofi-aventis (formerly Aventis Pharma AG) is developing ilepatril (AVE-7688), a dual angiotensin-converting enzyme and neutral endopeptidase inhibitor, for the potential treatment of hypertension and diabetic nephropathy. Ilepatril is currently in phase IIb/III clinical trials for hypertension and phase II trials for diabetic nephropathy. The company had planned to file for approval for the use of ilepatril for hypertension in 2010. Ilepatril was previously being developed for cardiac failure; however, the compound was not listed on Aventis's 2003 pipeline.